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DID YOU KNOW?
There are 10 detention centres in the UK holding 2-3,000 people at any one time. The UK detention estate is one of the largest in Europe.
In the year ending June 2017 27,819 people were held in UK immigration detained centres and 360 people were prison establishments for immigration offences. In the same year 48 children were in the detention estate.
In the year ending June 2017, 12,542 people were removed involuntarily (enforced removals) from the UK. 1,970 out of the 12,542 people removed had previously sought asylum. 
Also, in the same period, there was an increase of 4% from the previous year (44%) in the proportion of detainees being returned or ‘voluntarily’ departing from the UK on leaving detention.
In the year ending June 2017, there were 22,822 voluntary returns not including returns from detention. For more information on this see link below
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-statistics-april-to-june-2017/how-many-people-are-detained-or-returned

Immigration detainees and corporate profits
The numbers unequivocally signal government’s resolve to pursue its ‘Hostile environment’ policy. Detention has become an effective ‘weapon’ in the state’s arsenal harbouring a wide a range of draconian instruments for managing migration.  On the basis of the statistics, one could say therefore that ‘Detention works’ at the very least the numbers of detainees, enforced removals and returnees illustrate the government’s pledge not to make the UK a ‘soft-touch’ for migrants. 
Sadly, behind the smokescreen of detention statistics, a sombre story is unravelling, human lives including children locked- in and their hopes crushed, structural injustice and systemic violence, trauma, abuse, psychological, emotional and mental scarring as a result of being in detention. 
Detention is not a bleak experience for everyone certainly not for the private corporations G4S, Mitie, Serco, GEO Group and other contractors who have been handed hundreds of millions of pounds to run the UK’s detention estate. Niamh McIntyre writing for the Guardian in October 2018, stated: 
‘Earlier this year, Mitie won what is believed to be the largest immigration detention contract ever awarded, valued at more than £500m….’ A Guardian investigation last year pointed to a 20.7% profit margin at the G4S-owned Brook House in 2016, while at Tinsley House the margin was 41.5%. G4S GEO Group, which operates Dungavel House, Scotland’s only detention centre, may be making up to 30% profits on its contract, according to an analysis by Corporate Watch.
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/oct/10/private-contractors-paid-millions-uk-detention-centres-some-firms-making-30-percent-profit

Detention and state ‘Harm’
The weaponisation of detention is firmly aligned with corporate profits at the peril of detainees. Detainee resistance at UK detention centres, independent reports and the experiences of former detainees distinctively articulate the inhumanness of the detention estate and the systemic harm caused by detention.
‘Figures obtained by The Independent in April showed more than one person a day needed medical treatment for self-harming in UK detention, with the number of detainees on regular “suicide watch” also on the rise’. 
Ed Davey, (The Liberal Democrat Home Office Spokesman) said: “Locking vulnerable people up – often for months on end – without giving them any idea when they’ll be released is clearly inhumane. It’s also expensive and unnecessary’.
Celia Clarke, director of the Bail for Immigration Detainees charity, quoted in May Bulman’s article in the Independent 09 November 2018, said the closure of Campsfield removal centre was “another step in ending detention completely”, adding: “It shows that the Home Office doesn’t need to detain people for immigration purposes. She further asserted “The use of detention over the years has caused irreparable damage to so many people who will never recover from their experiences. The end of this desperately harmful system is long overdue.” 

See link for full article: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/immigration-removal-centre-close-campsfield-home-office-scandals-detention-estate-a8626466.html
Detention as a weapon of managing migration is lucrative activity for private investments and enhances corporate profits, however detention costs to human lives is evidently staggering and immeasurable. Detention damages people irreparably, simply detention doesn’t work and should end completely.
Migrant Action: Closing pathways to detention 
By providing information, advice & guidance, advocacy and access to justice, Migrant Action is providing vital early interventions that help to prevent migrants from detention pathways.  Enabling social and economic integration of new migrants offer better alternatives to detention. We will also offer advocacy and practical support for people who are in detention (see Daniel’s story on our website). 
Migrant Action also engages in Direct Action, research and campaigning for policy and system change. In November 2018, Migrant Action in collaboration with Dr Jonathan Burnett of the University of Swansea gave evidence at the Permanent Peoples Tribunal in London. https://transnationalmigrantplatform.net/migrantppt/indictmentlondon .  
Migrant Action pursues collaboration with other organisations to campaign for more humane immigration system and the complete dismantling of the UK detention estate.
See another article below for social media scheduling
https://unlocked.org.uk/2018/11/13/resisting-state-violence-the-yarls-wood-hunger-strike/
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